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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-407 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
LEISURE STUDIES AWARDS 
JUL 0 7 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's Department 
of Leisure Studies recently held its Annual Awards Banquet. 
The department is part of Eastern's College of Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation. "The College has the unique 
mission within the University of providing a broad range of 
co-curricular activities for the personal, intellectual, physical, 
civic and soci a 1 growth of students," said Dr. Larry Ankenbrand 
Dean of the College of Health, Physical Education and Recreation. 
Speaker for the banquet was Charles Balling, the department's 
distinguished alumnus for 1988. Balling, a 1975 Eastern Graduate, 
is Superintendent of Recreation for the Elmhurst Park District. 
He discussed the expectations and opportunities in the field 
of recreation. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 Leisure Studies Awards 
During the ceremony, Dennis Aldridge was presented with 
the department's 1989 distinguished alumni award. Aldridge, 
the Executive Director of the Illinois Special Olympics for 
the last 10 years, was selected by faculty and alumni based 
on contributions made to the field of leisure studies. 
Jay Frazier, a senior from Homewood, received the William 
G. Riordan award. This award is presented to a senior majoring 
in recreation who displays outstanding leadership, scholarship 
and the potential to make a major contribution to the field 
of recreation and leisure. 
Two Eastern juniors, Lori Lovell from Cabery and Cathy 
Dyson from Hoffman Estates, will share the Gretchen Denton 
Scholarship. It is presented annually to junior recreation 
majors who give definite promise of making a substantial contribution 
to the field of recreation. 
A new award, the freshman/sophomore scholarship, was 
also presented. It will be shared by sophmores Kara Honn 
of Charleston and Renee Smith from Belvidere. Honn and Smith 
each received a framed certificate and a cash stipend. 
The Department also presented seven faculty service awards 
to Eastern seniors who have been outstanding in their careers 
as students. Kathy Blaha of Woodridge; Kelly Davidson, Belvidere; 
Trish Laiss, Schaumburg; Janet O'Donnell, Naperville; Greg 
Reckling, Shatuc; and Kim Ross of Elgin. 
In addition, the department presented graduation certificates 
to the 30 seniors, majoring in leisure studies, who will be 
graduating by December, 1989. 
-30-
